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SUBJECT: SOUTH KOREAN APPROACH TO BURUNDI 
REF: STATE 189061 (NOTAL) 

1 . BELGIAN AMBASSADOR CLAUDE RUELLE HAS RECEIVED FROM HIS HOME 
OFFICE A REQUEST FOR HIS OPINION CONCERNING THE BURUNDI GOVERNMENT'S 
RECEPTIVITY TO AN APPROACH BY THE SOUTH KOREAN GOVERNMENT. THE 
SOUTH KOREA EMBASSY IN BRUSSELS HAS ASKED FOR THE BELGIAN FOREIGN 
OFFICE’S ADVICE ON THIS MATTER. THE AMBASSADOR'S INSTRUCTIONS WERE 
TO MAKE AN ASSESSMENT WITHOUT APPROACHING PRESIDENT MICOMBERO 

OR OTHER BURUNDI OFFICIALS DIRECTLY ON THE QUESTION. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO AMBASSADOR RUELLE'S REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION 
WE HAD ON THIS SUBJECT, I BRIEFED HIM ON YOUR TALKS WITH PRESIDENT 
MICOMBERO AND FOREIGN MINISTER BWAKIRA AND YOUR RECENT TALK WITH 
THE SOUTH KOREAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON ENCOURAGING THEM TO MAKE AN 
EFFORT TO COURT BURUNDI TO COUNTER THE INFLUENCE OF THE NORTH 
KOREANS AND TO ENCOURAGE, IF POSSIBLE, GREATER BURUNDIAN NEUTRALITY 
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BRUSSELS MIGHT WELL BE A FAVORABLE SPOT FOR THE SOUTH KOREANS TO 
MAKE THE INTIAL CONTACT WITH THE BURUNDI GOVERNMENT. (THE BRUSSELS 
LOCATION FOR STARTING TALKS WOULD AVOID PUTTING THE BURUNDIANS IN 
AN EMBARRASSING POSITION OF HAVING TO FACE A CERTAIN NEGATIVE 
NORTH KOREAN REACTION TO THE VISIT OF A SOUTH KOREAN OFFICIAL TO 
BUJUMBURA.) HE SAID THE NEWLY APPOINTED BURUNDI AMBASSADOR TO 
BELGIUM, DOMINIQUE SHIRAMANGA, PLANNED TO ARRIVE IN BRUSSELS BY 
MID-SEPTEMBER. 

3. AMBASSADOR RUELLE IS INFORMING HIS FOREIGN OFFICE OF THE ABOVE 
BACKGROUND AND OF YOUR PLANNED CONSULTATION STOP SOON IN BRUSSELS 
IN CASE THEY WISH TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER IN GREATER DETAIL WITH YOU. 
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